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A state-funded comprehensive school for boys, with a mixed sixth form, Westminster  
City School has a long and rich history.

Our present building in central London opened in 1877. We now combine characterful 
Victorian buildings, which have been restored and modernised, alongside superb new facilities 
that include a £6 million state-of-the-art building with space for music and art. 

We remain a proud member of the United Westminster and Grey Coat Foundation, which 
includes state and independent schools – Emanuel School, Sutton Valence School, Queen 
Anne's School, and our nearby sister school, The Grey Coat Hospital – and there are many 
opportunities for collaboration across our Foundation throughout the academic year.

Our inspirational alumni continue to make a difference across the globe. Recent notable 
alumni include the actor John Boyega, known for his leading role in the latest Star Wars films, 
and Wes Streeting, MP for Ilford North.

Keep up-to-date with our latest news and activities by following Westminster City School on 
social media:
          @wcsch             wcs_school             @WCS_school

Photo credit: Cleverbox and Westminster City School.
Our prospectus was printed in summer 2020.
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I am delighted that you are considering our Sixth Form for your A Level studies. 

Our Sixth Form prepares young men and women for future study and 
employment, combining academic excellence with guidance on higher education 
and careers. In the 2019-20 academic year, 97% of our Year 13 applied to start 
university in autumn 2020, receiving offers from a range of institutions, including 
prestigious Russell Group universities like Cambridge, Oxford and Imperial.

Our central London location allows you to go beyond your subjects, deepening 
and expanding your knowledge and enjoyment. This can mean that you attend 
workshops or lectures with business leaders at our Sixth Form, participate in 
conferences or research programmes at top universities or simply visit the many 
museums, galleries, theatres, exhibitions and more that are found across London.

Within our Sixth Form, we also provide extra-curricular activities, strong pastoral 
support and careers guidance. You may become one of our prefects, represent 
our School at a Model United Nations public speaking event or explore social 
science topics on an educational trip to Vienna. You will take part in our active 
careers programme, which offers weekly talks on employment opportunities, 
and you can join one of our pathways programmes, if you are interested in law, 
medicine, policing and criminology, or finance. All of these experiences, and 
more, help ensure you develop the life-skills needed to flourish in the future.

As a sixth form that is smaller than some, we offer a friendly atmosphere so, 
from the moment you join us, you will be part of our supportive and welcoming 
community. Our teachers and pastoral team will quickly get to know you and our 
strong induction programme will help you settle in and make friends. Our diverse 
student body reflects the modern city around us and we are proud to have 14 
out of 17 possible ethnic groups represented, with links to over 100 different 
countries. 

I understand that choosing your sixth form is a major decision, so I hope our 
prospectus will provide further information. If you have any questions then please 
contact us by telephone or email, while attending our open events in September, 
October or November will also enable you to see our Sixth Form for yourself. 

Remember that our website and social media channels are continually updated 
with our news, events and activities, so please visit these to find out the latest 
about life in our Sixth Form.

I look forward to welcoming you to Westminster City School’s Sixth Form soon.

Ms Katie Dennis, Head of Sixth Form

Welcome
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Our Sixth Form is never short of notable news, with 
amazing activities, excellent events and terrific trips 
taking place each week, alongside lessons. Below are 
just some highlights from our 2019-20 academic year.    

We were proud that 97% of our Year 13 applied to start university in autumn 
2020, receiving offers from a range of universities. We continually support and 
encourage our sixth formers in their higher education ambitions, throughout 
their time with us. For example:
•  In October 2019, selected Year 13 students delivered their final presentations  
   for the Imperial CREST Academy programme, in association with Imperial  
   College London and the British Science Association. As part of this, our sixth  
   formers worked with a world-leading scientist, planning and conducting a  
   long-term research project. 
•  In November 2019, our A Level Chemistry students heard from some of the  
   world’s top scientists at Science: Live at The Savoy Theatre. This event aims  
   to improve exam results and get sixth formers thinking about future study and  
   careers in science. 
•  During Lent term 2020, a select group of Year 12 visited the University  
   of Cambridge, taking part in an inspiring programme by The Brilliant Club.  
   Encouraging state school students to consider the UK’s most selective  
   institutions, the Scholars Programme sees PhD researchers offering  
   university-style tutorials to sixth formers.
•  In February 2020, our Year 12 attended the UCAS fair at the Emirates Stadium,  
   talking to university representatives about options for future study.
•  In March 2020, it was announced that two of our sixth formers had beaten  
   hundreds across the UK to join a prestigious programme supporting future  
   study at Oxford and Cambridge. Noah and Bilal were selected for the 2020  
   Target Oxbridge programme, which helps high achieving UK black students  
   make a competitive application to world-leading universities. 

Michaelmas term 2019 saw the launch of our four innovative pathways in Law, 
Policing and Criminology, Finance, and Medicine. These help our sixth formers 
explore a particular industry, to discover if they would enjoy further study and 
a career in that field. Our Pathway to Medicine sixth formers attended a lecture 
at University College London on high altitude medicine, while our Pathway to 
Policing and Criminology students visited the University of East London, hearing 
from academics about their work on social change and crime. 

In October 2019, around 20 sixth formers put themselves in the shoes of world 
leaders by taking part in the Foundation Model United Nations competition. 
Despite stiff competition, our students performed outstandingly, with two going 
through to the debate stage and others praised for their debating skills.

Notable news  
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In December 2019, before the UK general election, our School held its own. 
Students currently studying A Level Sociology or A Level Politics were randomly 
selected to represent political parties, so had to research their party and give 
a speech in assembly. They also took part in a lively lunchtime debate with 
younger pupils, where the hot topics included the NHS, school funding, Trump 
and, inevitably, Brexit. In contrast to the UK, our election saw a massive victory 
for the Labour Party!

In February 2020, a number of our social scientists explored topics related to 
their A Levels in Vienna. Spending several days in Austria allowed our sixth 
formers to discover Vienna. Highlights were a visit to the Jewish Museum and 
Judenplatz Holocaust Memorial, a Freud walking tour, and a guided tour of 
iconic mental health institution, the Narrenturm. They also enjoyed a slice of 
sachertorte, in the famous Café Central!

Meanwhile, back in London, some of our historians explored Tudor history 
with Dr John Guy of Clare College, University of Cambridge. Visiting nearby 
Westminster Abbey together, our young people were given an in-depth tour and 
enjoyed a lecture from this world-leading academic.

Towards the end of March, along with all UK schools and colleges, we closed to 
help curb the spread of COVID-19. This challenging time drew our already strong 
community together, with parents/carers praising the fantastic work undertaken 
by staff to minimise disruption to learning. Students studied remotely and we 
maintained many elements of our usual school day, such as assemblies and 
mentoring of our sixth formers, via our online platforms. 
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“Before my University of Oxford interview, Sixth Form 
staff provided support and guidance, even undertaking 
a mock interview with me. This was very helpful as it 
allowed me to think further about how I would answer 
different questions, such as why I wanted to study 
biochemistry. I was then asked that very question in 
my actual Oxford interview, just a few weeks later!

“I have always had a real passion for science and I 
believe it is an important subject for our ever-changing 
world today. My parents were so happy and so proud 
when I received my offer to study at Oxford.”

Victor studied A Levels in Biology, Chemistry and 
Mathematics within our Sixth Form. He starts his 
Masters in Biochemistry at the University of Oxford in 
autumn 2020.
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“I joined Westminster City School in Year 12, after an older friend recommended 
the Sixth Form to me. Starting any new school is daunting but I quickly settled in 
and have made some good new friends. Since the Sixth Form is not particularly 
near my home, it has also given me a good experience of independence, since I 
manage my time and finances to commute in every day.
 
“BSc Neuroscience and Psychology is the perfect 
university degree for me, since it combines my love  
of science and my love of social science. In fact, when 
I talked about university options with my teachers at 
Westminster City School, we all agreed that this was a 
great decision for me. It allows me to learn more about 
two subject areas that I already thoroughly enjoy. Now 
 I am excited at the thought of studying at university. 
 I know that it will be a great experience for me.”

Sharon studied A Levels in Biology, English and 
Psychology within our Sixth Form. She starts her BSc 
Neuroscience and Psychology (with a Year Abroad) at 
King’s College London in autumn 2020.

Achievement  
In the 2019-20 academic year, 97% of our Year 13 applied 
to start university in autumn 2020.    

By spring 2020, our sixth formers had received offers across a range of courses 
and institutions for the coming autumn. Our students applied to universities 
within and outside of London, including making applications to 21 of the 
prestigious 24 Russell Group institutions like Cambridge, Oxford, Imperial 
College London and University College London. Degree choices spanned 
traditional subjects within science and law, to more contemporary courses like 
games programming.

Just like our current students, you will be well supported in your higher 
education aspirations while studying within our Sixth Form. Our staff will provide 
extensive advice and guidance on applying to university, plus guidance on the 
application process. Our support includes mock interviews, talks from university 
representatives, attendance at UCAS higher education fairs, and mentoring 
opportunities.
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Our aspirational culture encourages and inspires our 
students to be their best and go on to a rewarding 
future.    

Once you join our Sixth Form in September, your day will begin with morning 
registration and form time, allowing you to start your day calmly with those 
who know you best – your friends and your form tutor. We also hold two Sixth 
Form assemblies during the week, which enable you to feel part of our wider 
community. Regular speakers at our assemblies include representatives from 
business and industry, and from universities, providing extensive advice and 
guidance on your future plans.

During the day, you will undertake lessons taught by our subject specialist 
teachers. Class sizes remain small, with the average being 10 - 15 students. You 
will have a number of private study periods, where you will be in our supervised 
study areas, directing your own learning. This is a good experience and 
preparation for your future study at university. You will also have the opportunity 
to work with our excellent Sixth Form Student Support Officer, who will help you 
learn how to study independently more effectively.

Your day will include a morning break and lunch. Our Dining Hall serves hot and 
cold food, although, as the oldest members of our School, you are also allowed 
to leave our School site at break and lunchtime, if you wish. Extra-curricular 
activities take place over lunch, as well as before- and after-school.

Each day you will spend time in our dedicated Sixth Form area, which provides 
space for academic work and for relaxing with your friends. You will also make 
use of our Library, which has its own study area for sixth formers. Our Library 
holds over 10,000 books, with new titles added regularly.

Life in our 
Sixth Form 
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“An ancient Greek philosopher stated, ‘There is nothing 
permanent except change’. When applying for sixth forms, and 
coming from an all-girls school, my main priority was to look for 
a sixth form which not only provided great opportunities but also 
provided a change.

“My previous secondary school had a sixth form, where all 
my friends and I were planning to go. However, Westminster 
City School’s Sixth Form stood out for me, due to the amazing 
opportunities it provides and its great location, which is good for 
work experience. It is also smaller than many other sixth forms, 
enabling our hard-working teachers to understand how to help 
each of us get the best results possible. 

“Settling in was surprisingly easy, as I quickly got to know new 
people and create new friendship groups. I also participate in the 
Pathway to Finance and the Pathway to Law, and have gone on 
many interesting trips such as Model United Nations, Question 
Time at Westminster Abbey and more!”

Rezarta, Head Girl, January 2020 – January 2021 
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"I first visited Westminster City School for an open day, where 
I was very impressed with the Sixth Form facilities and the 
staff, and with the A Level results that recent sixth formers had 
achieved. I have really enjoyed my time here and I feel lucky to 
have had Ms James as my psychology teacher. She has given 
me some excellent advice about different psychology courses at 
university.

“I applied to institutions like Royal Holloway, King’s College 
London and University College London because they are in 
London and I am plan to continue living at home, in order to save 
money. I am really excited to be starting my psychology degree at 
King’s in the autumn.”
 
Daisy studied A Levels in Government, History and Psychology 
within our Sixth Form. She starts her BSc Psychology at King’s 
College London in autumn 2020.
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Support 
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As a relatively small London sixth form, we maintain a 
supportive family atmosphere and get to know each 
student.   

We understand that the transition from school to sixth form can feel daunting, 
whether you started at Westminster City School in Year 7 or join us in Year 12 
from a different school. We run a number of induction events and activities for 
our new sixth formers, led by our Head of Sixth Form and dedicated pastoral 
support staff, to help you feel immediately at home. 

Once you join our Sixth Form, the immediate responsibility for your personal 
welfare rests with your form tutor. You will see your form tutor each day, thus 
building a close and strong bond. Form tutors register attendance, monitor 
academic progress and promote students’ general wellbeing. 

Our Sixth Form Student Support Officer is another member of staff who you will 
get to know while studying with us. Our Sixth Form Student Support Officer is 
available to help and guide all our sixth formers, providing advice and mentoring 
to ensure you meet your goals, now and in the future.

As well as supporting you, we also expect your support for our School. Sixth 
formers make up the oldest year groups at Westminster City School, so are 
looked upon by our younger pupils as role models. While many of our students 
provide mentoring to younger pupils, we also ask Year 12 students to apply for 
our Sixth Form leadership roles – Head Boy and Head Girl, Deputy Head Boy and 
Deputy Head Girl, and prefects.

Looking beyond our own community, we endeavour to help those in need 
and encourage you to think about others. In the 2019-20 academic year alone, 
charity events like Christmas Jumper Day for Save the Children, a collection for 
local charity The Passage at our annual carol service, and our Westminster City 
School Xmas Factor concert raised money for deserving causes, both at home 
and across the globe.



Global citizens 
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Our Sixth Form is about so much more than academic 
studies, as we strive to develop our students beyond the 
classroom.   

We take advantage of our central London location to help you go further with 
your A Level subjects, making the most of nearby lectures, seminars, museums, 
theatres, galleries and more, by undertaking trips of historical, geographical, 
literary, religious or scientific interest. 

In the 2019-20 academic year alone, our sixth formers visited nearby 
Westminster Abbey for a Tudor history tour, for a Question Time-style debate 
and to participate in OxNet 2019-20. Our students have also travelled across 
London for a lecture on Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, to hear from top scientists 
at Science: Live at The Savoy Theatre, and to see the Churchill War Rooms at the 
Imperial War Museum. Our sixth formers have attended conferences, lectures 
and other events at high profile universities in London, such as Imperial College 
London and the University of East London, and outside London, like Cambridge 
and Oxford. In January 2020, a number of our sixth formers also explored topics 
relating to their A Levels in social sciences in Vienna, Austria.

Back at our Palace Street site, to further life across our School and provide 
guidance to younger pupils, we have a number of one-year leadership roles for 
our sixth formers. You can apply for these positions and will be interviewed by 
our Headteacher and our Head of Sixth Form, which helps prepare you for future 
applications and interviews, for university and employment. This rewarding 
experience develops important transferable skills (like public speaking) that are 
useful in any future career.

As well as our four innovative pathways – in Law, Policing and Criminology, 
Finance, and Medicine – that help you explore a particular industry further, we 
also offer a range of extra-curricular clubs. These take place before- and 
after-school, as well as at lunch. You may find yourself acting as a world leader 
at a Model United Nations competition, standing as a politician in our School’s 
mock general election or mentoring younger pupils. In addition, our flourishing 
Army Cadet Force meets weekly and provides a wonderful opportunity to take 
part in outdoor pursuits.

Music remains at the heart of Westminster City School. We have a busy 
orchestra and other musical ensembles who meet before- and after-school, 
and at lunch. We also offer individual instrumental lessons in brass, string and 
woodwind, plus piano, guitar and drums. There are performance opportunities 
throughout the year, including our weekly assemblies, at our services at St 
Margaret’s Church, Westminster Abbey, and concerts at external venues.



“I have been a part of the Pathway in Policing and 
Criminology since the beginning of Year 12. Through this, 
I have had the opportunity of visiting New Scotland Yard 
to develop my understanding of life in the Metropolitan 
Police, as well as go on a ride along and see a 999 call 
centre in action, observing how the Met deals with 
emergencies and with surveillance of criminals to 
prevent further crimes being committed.”

Eliakim, Head Boy, January 2020 – January 2021 
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“In Year 12, I undertook a wonderful placement at Imperial 
College London, which allowed me to see the ground-breaking 
research being undertaken there. I had already been interested 
in a future career in research and, through this placement, I 
gained a first-hand understanding of what life as a researcher 
would be like.

“I remain very grateful to Westminster City School, particularly 
amazing staff like Ms Adebanjo (from our Science Department) 
who arranged such a rewarding and useful placement for 
me. I am looking forward to joining Imperial College London, 
and furthering my scientific knowledge, as an undergraduate 
student.”

Simon studied A Levels in Biology, Chemistry and Mathematics 
within our Sixth Form. He starts his BSc Biological Sciences at 
Imperial College London in autumn 2020.
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We make the most of our unique location, in the heart 
of London, and have built strong links with external 
organisations that benefit our young people.   

Our Sixth Form is well connected with a number of major businesses and 
companies, including Deutsche Bank, Google, AT&T and PWC. Whether visiting 
us to offer a lecture or interactive workshop, or hosting you at their own offices 
for a discussion, these connections allow you to gain a fascinating insight 
into how businesses operate, whilst building good professional and personal 
networks.

On an academic level, we have a good relationship with a number of  
world-leading universities, including Imperial College London and University 
College London. These enable you to attend high-profile lectures, summer 
schools and placements, whilst building valuable knowledge about future 
university study.

Since music plays a key role in our School, we provide many opportunities for 
you to enjoy and to participate. Arts organisations, like VOCES8 and the English 
National Opera, frequently visit us to host workshops and activities for our 
young people.

Our School retains a unique connection to nearby Westminster Abbey. We use 
St Margaret’s Church for our regular church services and our annual Evening of 
Celebration, every July, takes place in College Gardens.

Our central location ensures a safe and easy commute for both students 
and staff, while allowing us to undertake regular visits and trips to museums, 
galleries, theatres, exhibitions, lectures and other places of interest, both across 
London and further afield. 

Opportunity
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Our A Levels are challenging, exciting and rewarding. All can lead onto 
fantastic university courses and amazing future careers.

You choose three A Level subjects to study within our Sixth Form, as this gives you access to the 
maximum teaching time available. 

How to choose your A Levels
When thinking about your A Level options, try to choose subjects that:
•  You enjoy – we all work harder if we enjoy what we are doing
•  You believe you will do well in – know your own strengths and weaknesses (and ask your family,  
   friends and teachers for advice, if you are unsure)
•  You think will help you in the future – if you know what you want to study at university or what  
   career you would like, try to ensure your A Levels will enable you to enter that university course. If  
   you are unsure, then try to ensure your A Levels give you flexibility in the future

When thinking about your A Levels, do your research and talk to others, such as your family, friends 
and teachers. You can also ask our advice at our open events in September, October and November, 
and in your course discussion meeting (which takes place after you have applied to us). Remember, 
you can always contact us on telephone: 020 7963 6300 or email: enquiries@wcsch.com.

Your Extended Project Qualification
Like many of our sixth formers, you may wish to do the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ), which 
is worth half an A Level, alongside your A Levels. The EPQ allows you to undertake an independent 
project, on an academic topic of your choosing, that is relevant to your future plans.

We are proud to offer an EPQ option, as it is an enjoyable way to further your knowledge in an area 
of your choice, great preparation for future study, and highly regarded by universities and employers. 
Read more on the next page!

Looking ahead
From the moment you join our Sixth Form, whether you have your future mapped out or are still 
undecided, we will provide you with guidance on higher education and employment opportunities. 

Many of our students go on to study at university, so our staff can provide you with strong support, 
including help with applications, mock interviews and mentoring. This is supported by talks from 
university representatives, attendance at UCAS higher education fairs, participation in summer 
schools and programmes run by top universities, and visits to different institutions. 

Our extensive careers guidance ranges from talks and interactive workshops by high profile visitors 
to our Sixth Form to work experience across London and beyond, enabling you to learn more about 
different careers whilst building good professional and personal networks.

Within our Sixth Form, we also offer four innovative pathways – in Law, Policing and Criminology, 
Finance, and Medicine. By joining one of our pathways, you will gain work experience, receive 
mentoring, attend lectures and seminars, get interview practice, receive support with university 
applications, and more.

Choosing your A Levels 
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Extended Project Qualification 

Stand out from the crowd when applying to university!

Once you join our Sixth Form, you will be invited to complete the EPQ, subject 
to your timetable. The EPQ is highly regarded by universities, with admissions 
selectors known to give lower offers to those with an EPQ qualification.

For your EPQ, you will form your own question to research a topic that interests 
you. In recent years, our sixth formers have completed their EPQ on questions 
like: ‘What makes a murderer?’, ‘What caused the 2008 financial crash’?’, 
‘How can we minimise the risks of an asteroid impact?’, ‘What can stem cell 
research offer to medical science?’, ‘What is the best way to treat mental health 
conditions?’, ‘What is the impact of social media?’, and more. 

Qualification: EPQ (worth half an A Level) 
Exam Board: Edexcel

While writing your dissertation, you  
will learn:

•  How to research and form a question 
•  How to structure and write a dissertation 
•  How to reference a university-standard essay

As well as helping you prepare for future study at 
university, the EPQ is fantastic qualification which 
students greatly enjoy. 

Assessment

You will be assessed by one piece of coursework 
and a presentation at the end of Year 12. 

Entry requirements

You must meet the general entry criteria for our 
Sixth Form. 

Looking ahead

Your EPQ will teach you to form a question, 
undertake research, and write a dissertation (an 
extended essay). It will help you develop your 
independent learning skills, which should also have 
a positive impact on your other A Level studies. On 
average, students who study an EPQ gain higher 
grades in their other A Level subjects. In addition, 
these skills are valuable for future study, with 
universities keen to make offers to applicants with 
an EPQ. 
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Biology
Qualification: A Level 
Exam Board: AQA
Specification Code: 7402

A Level Biology lets you study life itself, as you explore the theories 
and principles involved in all living systems. You build a strong 
understanding of your different topics and how they relate to 
each other, while developing valuable skills for future study and 
employment in analytical thinking, report writing and the clear 
communication of scientific work and ideas. There are also numerous 
opportunities for you to undertake practical experiments within our 
well-equipped science laboratories. 

What you study in Year 12

•  Biological molecules
•  Cells
•  Organisms exchange substance with their  
    environment
•  Genetic information, variation and relationships  
    between organisms 

What you study in Year 13

•  Energy transfer in and between organisms
•  Organisms respond to changes in the internal  
    and external environments
•  Genetics, populations, evolution and  
    ecosystems
•  The control of gene expression 

Assessment 

You are assessed by three exams taken at the end 
of Year 13.

•  Paper 1 – Year 12 content (worth 35% of your  
    A Level)
•  Paper 2 – Year 13 content (worth 25% of your  
    A Level)

•  Paper 3 – synoptic paper with written essay  
   (worth 30% of your A Level)

A separate endorsement of your practical skills is 
taken alongside your A Level, which is assessed by 
your teachers through 12 required practicals.

Entry requirements

If taking GCSE Triple Science, a Grade 7 in Biology 
or, if taking GCSE Double Science, Grade 7 and 6, 
plus Grade 6 in GCSE English and Grade 6 in GCSE 
Mathematics.

Looking ahead

From conservation to cancer research, biologists 
are tackling many of today’s important challenges, 
so skilled people are needed for this vital work. 

A Level Biology can lead to further study at 
university and to many exciting STEM career 
possibilities like nursing, dentistry, forensic 
science, psychology, physiotherapy, botany, 
environmental science, zoology, geology, 
oceanography, pharmaceuticals, energy, teaching, 
science writing, genetics, and research. 
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Business

A Level Business is an excellent preparation for a wide range of university 
courses and for the world of work. Having a good idea about how businesses 
operate puts you at an advantage in your future career plans.

Aimed at anyone who wishes to develop an understanding of business 
operations, A Level Business helps you appreciate how and why business 
decisions are made, and how they affect a variety of people – both within 
the business and externally. You study internal business function areas like 
finance, marketing, production and human resources, as well as external 
factors such as law, economics and politics. A Level Business also develops 
a range of important skills, such as problem-solving, communication and 
conducting research, valued by universities and employers.

Qualification: A Level 
Exam Board: AQA
Specification Code: 9BSO

What you study in Year 12

Marketing and how people meet customer needs:
•  The market
•  Marketing mix and strategy
•  Managing people
•  Entrepreneurs and leaders

Managing business activities:
•  Financial planning
•  Managing finance
•  Resource management
•  External influences

What you study in Year 13

Business decisions and strategy:
•  Business objectives and strategy
•  Business growth
•  Decision-making techniques
•  Managing change

Global business:
•  Globalisation
•  Global markets and business
•  Global marketing
•  Global industries

Assessment

You are assessed by three two-hour written 
exams at the end of your course. These three 
exams papers will assess the content of all four 
themes.

Entry requirements

L2 Distinction in BTEC Enterprise or GCSE Grade 
6 in Business. If you have not studied BTEC 
Enterprise or GCSE Business, then GCSE Grade 6 
in English and in Mathematics.

Looking ahead

A Level Business is accepted as an entrance 
qualification for a variety of university degrees, 
especially courses like business studies, banking, 
accountancy, retail management, human resource 
management, marketing, finance, and production 
management. 

The knowledge and experience of business 
organisations, that you develop through 
A Level Business, can be invaluable for future 
employment in a wide range of settings. You 
could consider roles such as a business manager, 
purchasing manager, customer service manager, 
sales accounts manager and importer/exporter, 
or a teaching career.
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Chemistry

What you study in Year 12

•  Physical chemistry
•  Inorganic chemistry
•  Organic chemistry

 
What you study in Year 13

•  Physical chemistry 2
•  Inorganic chemistry 2
•  Organic chemistry 2

 
Assessment

You are assessed by three exams, taken at the end of 
Year 13. A separate endorsement of practical skills is 
taken alongside your A Level, assessed by your teachers 
through 12 required practicals.

Entry requirements

If taking GCSE Triple Science, a Grade 7 in Chemistry or, if 
taking GCSE Double Science, Grade 7 and 6, plus Grade 6 
in GCSE English and Grade 6 in GCSE Mathematics.

Looking ahead

A Level Chemistry can open many doors, since it is 
rightly seen as a challenging and academic course 
that impresses universities and future employers. If 
you are thinking to read law, then A Level Chemistry 
demonstrates that you can cope with difficult concepts, 
yet it also brings balance to your studies if you are 
contemplating an arts degree. 

While A Level Chemistry is often required if you wish 
to study veterinary medicine or medicine, meaning it 
can lead to careers in healthcare, it is also useful for 
employment in fields related to biological sciences, 
physics, mathematics, pharmacology and analytical 
chemistry. 

Qualification: A Level 
Exam Board: AQA
Specification Code: 7405

A Level Chemistry attempts to answer the question: What is 
the world made of? The search for that answer makes A Level 
Chemistry a truly fascinating subject, as you study the wide breadth 
of chemistry, from how catalysts are used in exhaust systems to 
how nuclear magnetic resonance is used for MRI scans in hospitals.  
 
Your experimentation work in our well-equipped laboratories 
also develops a range of useful skills, including problem-solving, 
teamwork, communication and analysis, that are needed for future 
study and employment.
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Computer Science 

What you study in Year 12

•  Fundamentals of computer systems, communications  
   and networking
•  Fundamentals of programming, data structures and  
   data representation
•  Theory of computation
•  Computational thinking (problem-solving)
•  Functional and object-orientated programming
•  Consequences of using computers

 
What you study in Year 13

•  Programming paradigms and the software  
   development lifecycle
•  Theory of computation
•  Foundations of databases and big data
•  Advanced data structures and algorithms

 
Assessment

You are assessed at the end of Year 13.
•  Paper 1 – online (worth 40% of your A Level)
•  Paper 2 – written (worth 40% of your A Level)
•  Software development project (worth 20% of your  
   A Level) 

Entry requirements

GCSE Grade 6 in Computer Science or, if you have not 
studied GCSE Computer Science, Grade 6 in Mathematics 
and you will be asked to attend a meeting with our 
computer science staff.

Looking ahead

Computing is so pervasive in modern society that 
studying computer science can help you into any industry. 
The analytical thinking and structured problem-solving 
skills you learn are highly valued by universities and 
employers. A Level Computer Science remains a strong 
subject that will easily take you into any computing or 
technology degree, and give you an advantage in all kinds 
of engineering and many business- and research-related 
courses, where big data and machine learning are rapidly 
growing in importance. 

After university, there are many interesting fields of 
employment available, including work in robotics, artificial 
intelligence, machine learning, cloud computing, big data 
processing, networking, ethical hacking, computer game 
development, home automation or teaching. In addition, 
since many creative industries depend on technology 
now, you will find that they also look for candidates with 
good technical skills. 

Qualification: A Level 
Exam Board: AQA 
Specification Code: 7517

Computers are involved in every aspect of our lives today, be it work, play or even 
sleep! Understanding how technology works now, helps us know what to expect 
tomorrow. Whether you are a die-hard programmer or concerned about the impact 
of social media on geopolitics, A Level Computer Science will be relevant to you. 

While mainly a technical/analytical course, A Level Computer Science still lets you 
explore the broad spectrum of modern computing, from the underpinning theory 
to the practical consequences. Over the two years, you cover everything from low-
level processor architecture through to the social, ethical and environmental issues 
raised by our increasing dependence on technology. A Level Computer Science will 
also develop your analytical thinking and problem-solving skills, which are highly 
valued by universities and employers.



22

Economics

A Level Economics is not simply all about numbers. It is the study of 
the world around us from social, financial and cultural perspectives, 
as you gain a good grounding in economic theories and the 
interrelationships between macroeconomic and microeconomic 
issues. 

A Level Economics develops your analytical, numeric, communication 
and problem-solving skills, thus supporting future study and 
employment in a number of well-paid fields. Yet it also raises your 
awareness of the many economic issues that affect you, and others 
around you, every day of your life.

What you study

Microeconomics includes: 
•  The economic problem and economic methodology
•  Individual economic decision-making
•  Price determination in a competitive market
•  Production, costs and revenue
•  Perfect competition, imperfectly competitive markets  
   and monopoly
•  The labour market
•  The distribution of income and wealth, poverty and  
   inequality
•  The market mechanism, market failure and  
   government intervention in markets

Macroeconomics includes:
•  The measurement of macroeconomic performance
•  How the macroeconomy works
•  Economic performance
•  Financial markets and monetary policy
•  Fiscal policy and supply-side policies
•  The international economy

Assessment

You are assessed by three examinations taken at the  
end of Year 13.

Entry requirements

GCSE Grade 6 in Economics or in English and in 
Mathematics (if you have not studied GCSE Economics).  

Looking ahead

Economics is a highly regarded academic field of study. 
Graduates are sought after across a range of 
employments, including the more obvious fields of 
finance, banking, sales and marketing, and public policy, 
but also for roles within government, the civil service, the 
media and more. Indeed, a degree in economics boosts 
your employability in many areas, regardless of the 
industry, as there is strong demand for highly numerate 
graduates throughout the global labour market. It is also 
worth noting that salaries for graduates in economics tend 
to be amongst the highest of all university disciplines.

Qualification: A Level 
Exam Board: Edexcel
Specification Code: 9EC0
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English Literature 

What you study in Year 12

•  Frankenstein, by Mary Shelley
•  The Handmaid’s Tale, by Margaret Atwood
•  A Streetcar Named Desire, by Tennessee Williams
•  Poems of the decade
•  Unseen poetry

What you study in Year 13

•  King Lear, by William Shakespeare
•  Shakespeare: A Critical Anthology
•  Metaphysical poetry

Assessment

You are assessed by three examinations (worth 80% 
of your A Level) and a 3,000-word piece of coursework 
(worth 20% of your A Level).

Entry requirements

GCSE Grade 6 in English Language and in English 
Literature.

Looking ahead

While many students go on to read literature at 
university, it is not your only option. A Level English 
Literature can lead to a variety of degrees, opening 
up doors for careers in journalism, publishing, editing, 
teaching, media, marketing, politics or, indeed, any 
profession that requires analytical thinking, strong verbal 
and written communication, imagination and creativity. 

Qualification: A Level 
Exam Board: Edexcel
Specification Code: 9ET0

A Level English Literature gives you a wonderful chance to study a 
selection of novels, plays and poems covering a variety of genres 
and periods. It is a great choice if you are a keen reader, if you are 
enthusiastic about texts from different eras, and if you enjoy analysing 
writing and debating your views.  
 
A Level English Literature is also looked upon favourably by universities 
and employers, since it develops high levels of critical thinking, analysis 
and interpretation, plus essay writing.
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Geography

What you study in Year 12

.  Physical geography: coastal systems and landscapes  
   (exploring the dynamic nature of coastal zones, their  
   processes and landforms); and hazards (hazards in the  
   lithosphere and atmosphere, including volcanic,  
   seismic, wildfire and storm hazards)
•  Human geography: changing places (investigating our  
   relationship with places and how/why places change);  
   and global systems and global governance (exploring  
   the complex nature of globalisation and the local,  
   national and international impacts of increasing global  
   interdependence)

What you study in Year 13

.  Physical geography: water and carbon cycles  
   (investigating the magnitude and significance of these  
   cycles at a variety of scales and their central  
   importance to human populations)
•  Human geography: contemporary urban environments  
   (exploring the processes of urban change in  
   contrasting modern-day cities around the world and  
   their environmental and social impacts)
•  Non-examined assessment of 3,000-4,000 words:  
   this independent fieldwork investigation, based on  
   a geographical topic of your choice, requires you to  
   collect, present and analyse your own data

Assessment

You are assessed by examination (worth 80% of your 
A Level) and your non-examined assessment (your 
internally marked fieldwork report, worth 20% of your  
A Level).

Entry requirements

GCSE Grade 6 in Geography or English (if you have not 
studied GCSE Geography).

Looking ahead

A Level Geography takes you places and you may be 
interested to learn that graduates in geography have 
amongst the highest rates of graduate employment 
(source: Royal Geographical Society). Geography 
combines well with both arts and science subjects, and 
is well respected by universities. 

Geography graduates can be found in a range of careers. 
Obvious roles include working on sustainability and 
green issues, urban regeneration, energy supply, and 
managing climate change. However, an understanding 
of global systems economics can help a career in 
business, while considerations around issues of 
migration and development can help a career in law, 
human rights, or international relations.   

Qualification: A Level 
Exam Board: AQA
Specification Code: 7037

Never before has there been a better, or more important, time to study  
A Level Geography. By dealing with vital and topical issues like climate 
change, migration, environmental degradation, social issues and natural 
hazards, A Level Geography is one of the most relevant and topical 
subjects you can study. The course is designed to excite your mind, 
challenge perceptions, and develop your investigative and analytical skills in 
preparation for your next steps beyond school. 

A Level Geography also enables you to develop a combination of other 
transferable skills - including problem-solving and critical thinking - that are 
highly regarded by universities and employers.



History

What you study in Year 12

.  France in revolution 1774-1815.  Britain 1930-1997.  China and its rulers 1839-1989.  Civil Rights in the USA 1863-1968 

What you study in Year 13

.  China and its rulers 1839-1989 .  Civil Rights in the USA 1863-1968 .  Revision

Assessment

Assessment: You are assessed by examinations and 
coursework at the end of Year 13. 
•  Exam 1 – Britain 1930-1997 (worth 25% of your A Level)
•  Exam 2 – France in revolution 1774-1815 (worth 15% of  
   your A Level)
•  Exam 3 – China and the rulers 1839-1989 (worth 40%  
   of your A Level)
•  Coursework on African American civil rights in the  
   USA 1863-1968 (worth 20% of your A Level). This is an 

in-depth study on a provocative topic and means you will 
ask important questions like: why has it taken so long for 
different races to be treated as equals?

Entry requirements

GCSE Grade 6 in History or in English (if you have not 
studied GCSE History).
  
Looking ahead

Historians have a huge impact and history remains a 
popular discipline at university, either alone or in 
combination with another subject. A history degree is 
helpful for a number of careers, including positions in 
government or with NGOs, journalism and the media, 
teaching, banking and commerce, the law, publishing, 
research, social work, and more.  

Notable individuals with history degrees include Kenneth 
Cheanult (former CEO of American Express), Susan 
Wajcicki (CEO of YouTube), filmmaker Louis Theroux, and 
former Prime Minister Gordon Brown. Prince Charles also 
has a degree in history!

Qualification: A Level 
Exam Board: OCR
Specification Code: H505

The philosopher and writer, Santayana, said: “Those who cannot remember the past are 
condemned to repeat it.” He was right – by studying history, and building our understanding of 
major historical events and trends, we also build a better understanding of the world around 
us today. A Level History helps you apply your knowledge of past events to appreciate, and to 
make informed decisions about, the present and the future.
 
By studying A Level History at Westminster City School, you learn the events of the Chinese 
revolution and uncover why students from 91 schools were encouraged to drag their 
teachers out into the streets and clear away the evil habits of the old society. You compare 
the turbulent past of Chinese history to the events of the French Revolution. You also study 
the developing British political history, watching the country face war, riots, strikes and 
controversial leadership of Prime Ministers like Churchill or Thatcher. 

A relevant, exciting and challenging option, A Level History will develop your critical thinking 
abilities and important transferable skills (like research, communication and debate) that 
prepare you for your future. For example, the analytical skills developed by A Level History 
help if you wish to read law at university. A Level History can lead to further study at 
university, as well as to a range of rewarding and successful careers.
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Mathematics

If you have a flair for numbers, then A Level Mathematics is for you. 
A Level Mathematics ensures you learn to hone your ability to solve 
mathematical, abstract and scientific problems, and develop your 
research skills. You also further your logical abilities, meaning you have 
the tools needed to tackle a number of diverse areas, from managing 
your finances to project planning. All of these skills are invaluable for 
progression to university and future employment.

What you study in Year 12

.  Algebra and functions.  Coordinate geometry.  Differentiation .  Integration .  Vectors .  Exponentials and logarithms .  Trigonometry .  Data representations and interpretations.  Statistical distributions .  Probability .  Statistical sampling .  Quantities and units .  Dynamics

What you study in Year 13

•  Algebraic methods
•  Functions and modelling 
•  Differentiation 
•  Sequence and series
•  Trigonometry 2
•  Integration 
•  Parametric equations
•  Numerical methods 
•  Vectors in 3D plane
•  Normal distribution 
•  Conditional probability 
•  Regression and correlation 

•  Forces 
•  Moment 
•  Kinematics 

Entry requirements

GCSE Grade 7 in Mathematics. 

Assessment

A Level Mathematics consists of three components and you 
are assessed with two pure papers and one applied paper. 
Each paper has equal weighting and is marked out of 100.

Looking ahead

A Level Mathematics provides numerous opportunities for 
further study and employment, and can play an integral part 
in many careers. Those who have studied mathematics at 
university go into fields that include: accounting, medicine, 
engineering, forensic pathology, finance, business, 
consultancy, teaching, IT, games development, scientific 
research, programming, the civil service, design, 
construction, and astrophysics, to name just a few! 

Jobs in the mathematical sciences - careers that studying 
mathematics at university prepares you for directly - tend to 
be very well paid, since the combination of a skills shortage 
and a growing need for mathematical knowledge means 
more employers want graduates in mathematics.

Qualification: A Level 
Exam Board: Edexcel
Specification Code: 9MAO 



Further Mathematics

What you study in Year 12

•  Complex numbers 
•  Matrices 
•  Series 
•  Algebra and functions 
•  Proof 
•  Vectors 
•  Calculus 
•  Frequency distributions 
•  Chi-squared test 
•  Momentum and impulse
•  Work, energy and power 
•  Elastic collision  

What you study in Year 13

•  Complex numbers 
•  Hyperbolic functions
•  Polar coordinates
•  Differential equations 
•  Improper integral 
•  Maclaurin series 
•  Methods of difference
•  Hypothesis testing 
•  Probability generating functions
•  Quality tests 
•  Elastic strings, springs and energy 

Entry requirements

GCSE Grade 8 Mathematics. 

Assessment

A Level Further Mathematics consists of four components 
and you are assessed with two pure papers and two 
applied papers. Each paper has equal weighting and is 
marked out of 75. 

Looking ahead

A Level Further Mathematics provides numerous 
opportunities for further study and employment, and can 
play an integral part in many careers. Those who have 
studied mathematics at university go into fields that 
include: accounting, medicine, engineering, forensic 
pathology, finance, business, consultancy, teaching, IT, 
games development, scientific research, programming, 
the civil service, design, construction, and astrophysics, to 
name just a few! 

Jobs in the mathematical sciences - careers that studying 
mathematics at university prepares you for directly - tend 
to be very well paid, since the combination of a skills 
shortage and a growing need for mathematical knowledge 
means more employers want graduates in mathematics.

Qualification: A Level 
Exam Board: Edexcel
Specification Code: 9FM0E0

Please note: to study A Level Further Mathematics, you must also study  
A Level Mathematics.

A Level Further Mathematics extends your thinking beyond A Level 
Mathematics, covering and expanding on various topics. It introduces 
you to the ideas of complex numbers, hyperbolic functions, matrices, 
and critical path analyses. You also learn to employ calculus techniques 
across a wide range of applications, including the use of integration to 
calculate probabilities of continuous random variables. Greater knowledge 
of mathematics is much admired by universities and employers, as are the 
transferable skills developed in analysis, problem-solving and numeracy.
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If you enjoy popular music, and want to learn more about the way in which it has developed 
technologically, then A Level Music Technology is for you. The course will stretch you, as you learn to 
do things that you never thought were possible with sound, using music technology. Those who enjoy 
A Level Music Technology are enthusiastic, have initiative and imagination, and relish a challenge. 
However, the most important quality is a love of music, and a desire to learn more about the ways in 
which it is recorded and produced. 

A Level Music Technology can be studied with any combination of subjects, and can be used as a 
route into a range of music technology-based university courses. It also helps build your confidence, 
communication and creative abilities, which are useful for future study, employment and everyday life.

While some knowledge of notation will be helpful, if you play confidently by ear or can improvise well, 
then you will enjoy A Level Music Technology.  

Music Technology 
Qualification: A Level 
Exam Board: Edexcel
Specification Code: 9MT0
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What you study

Recording and production techniques for both 
corrective and creative purposes including:
•  the use of recording and mixing techniques to  
   capture, edit and produce a recording
•  the use of sound creation and manipulation  
   techniques to create, edit and structure a  
   technology-based composition
•  the capture, arrangement of sounds, and mixing  
   and mastering techniques, as used on commercially  
   available recordings
•  the use of sound creation and processing  
   techniques to correct and mix a recording

Principles of sound and audio technology including:
•  the knowledge and understanding of the principles  
   of sound and of audio technology in relation to  
   commercially available recordings
•  the knowledge and understanding of the principles  
   of sound and of audio technology in relation to  
   theoretical and practical contexts

The development of recording and production 
technology including: 
•  the knowledge and understanding of the history  
   and development of recording and production  
   technology from current digital technologies back  
   to the mono/analogue recording technologies of  
   the 1950s

Entry requirements

GCSE Grade 6 in English, plus a good working 

knowledge of one or more music technology 
software program. It is not essential to have studied 
GCSE Music but you must be able to play an 
instrument or sing to a good standard. You will also 
be required to attend a meeting with a member of 
staff from our Music Department.

Assessment

Assessment: There are four components to your 
assessment:
•  Component 1: Recording (coursework: 20% of  
    A Level). You use production tools and techniques   
    to capture, edit, process and mix an audio recording.
•  Component 2: Technology-based composition  
   (coursework: 20% of A Level). You produce a  
   technology-based composition through creating,  
   editing, manipulating and structuring sounds.
•  Component 3: Listening and analysing (exam: 25%  
   of A Level). You sit a written exam in which your  
   knowledge and understanding of recording and  
   production techniques and principles are tested.
•  Component 4: Producing and analysing (exam: 35%  
   of A Level). You apply your knowledge and  
   understanding of editing, mixing and production  
   techniques in a practical exam.

Looking ahead

A Level Music Technology combines well with almost 
any other A Level. It is an excellent choice if you are 
thinking of a future career in music production or 
wish to study music at university. Studying music 
technology can lead to a variety of careers, ranging 
from music producer to professional musician, and 
from music teacher to a sound technician for film, 
theatre, TV and radio.



 

Philosophy and Ethics 

A Level Philosophy and Ethics is a broad essay-based subject, 
providing knowledge and understanding of philosophical concepts, 
key thinkers (from Plato to Aristotle, to Kant and Freud), themes, 
texts and ways of thinking. It also draws light on many important 
ethical issues, like cloning, abortion and animal testing. 

By studying A Level Philosophy and Ethics, you will develop a 
new view on the issues which face modern society today, whilst 
developing transferable skills needed for future studies and 
employment, as well as in everyday life. 

What you study in Year 12.  Arguments for the existence of God – design,  
    ontological and cosmological
•  Religious experience
•  Evil and suffering
•  Ethical theories – natural moral law, situation ethics  
    and virtual ethics
•  Christianity – God, sources of wisdom and authority,  
    good conduct and moral principles
•  Expressions of religious identity

What you study in Year 13

•  Religious language
•  Miracles
•  Self, death and afterlife
•  Meta-ethics, the meaning of right and wrong
•  Free-will, moral responsibility and the conscience
•  Christianity – science, gender and sexuality,  
    secularisation,  
    migration, and pluralism
•  Dialogues between Christianity, philosophy and ethics

Entry requirements

GCSE Grade 6 in English Literature.

Assessment

You are assessed by two three-hour examinations taken at 
the end of Year 13.

Looking ahead

A Level Philosophy and Ethics can sit alongside A Levels in 
the humanities, sciences and mathematical subjects. It is 
well respected by universities and employers since it 
nurtures transferable skills like empathy and 
understanding, good verbal and written communication, 
analytical abilities, independent learning, problem-solving, 
and team work. 

Possible future careers include roles in fields within 
medicine, nursing, law, teaching, journalism, politics,  
and more.

Qualification: A Level 
Exam Board: AQA
Specification Code: 7062
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Physics

What you study in Year 12

•  Mathematical skills and measurement
•  Electricity
•  Particles
•  Mechanisms and materials
•  Waves

What you study in Year 13

•  Further mechanics
•  Radiation and nuclear physics
•  Thermal physics
•  Gravitational, electric and magnetic fields
•  AC and capacitors
•  Turning points in physics

Entry requirements

If taking GCSE Triple Science, a Grade 7 in Physics or,
if taking GCSE Double Science, Grade 7 and 6, plus  
Grade 6 in GCSE English and Grade 7 in GCSE 
Mathematics.

Assessment

Assessment: You are assessed by three exams taken at the 
end of Year 13. 
•  Paper 1 – Year 12 content (worth 35% of your A Level)
•  Paper 2 – Year 13 content (worth 35% of your A Level)
•  Paper 3 – data analysis, practical skills and optional  
   module (worth 30% of your A Level)

A separate endorsement of practical skills is taken 
alongside your A Level, assessed by your teachers through 
12 required practicals.

Looking ahead

A Level Physics is well regarded by universities and, with 
an ongoing shortage of people to fill STEM roles, can lead 
to excellent employment prospects.  

Even if you don't become a physicist, learning to think like 
one equips you with problem-solving skills and abilities 
that can be applied to further study and different careers. 
These range from opportunities in the sciences, medicine, 
engineering, cosmology, computing industry and geology, 
to a host of other disciplines such as management, law, 
banking and finance.

Qualification: A Level 
Exam Board: AQA
Specification Code: 7408

Please note: to study A Level Physics, you also need to study A Level 
Mathematics.

Physics is one of the most fundamental scientific disciplines, with the main 
goal of physicists being to understand how the universe behaves. Physics 
is the natural science that studies matter, its motion and behaviour through 
space and time, and the related entities of force and energy. Studying physics 
will enable you to gain a range of important skills, developing your analytical, 
mathematical and problem-solving abilities. 

A good grade in A Level Physics demonstrates to university admissions 
tutors, and to future employers, that you have strong analytical and 
mathematical skills which you can apply to real-life situations.
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Politics

Are you interested in current affairs? Want to know what happens 
inside the Houses of Parliament? Ever wondered why certain 
politicians are so popular? Then A Level Politics is for you! On this A 
Level, you learn how the country is run, how you can influence your 
future, and how democracy works. 

If you wish to understand what is happening in the world today, then 
you should study A Level Politics.

What you study in Year 12

•  Democracy – what can we do?
•  Political parties – who believes what?
•  Prime Ministers – can they do anything? Who are  
    the best?
•  Parliament – what is it there for?
•  Elections – how do parties win them?
•  Political beliefs – what is conservatism, liberalism,  
    socialism and feminism?

What you study in Year 13

•  US elections – why did America vote for Trump?
•  US presidency – can the President do whatever  
    they like?
•  US Congress – what does the Congress do?
•  US Supreme Court – can the highest court in the land  
    stop the President?

Entry requirements

GCSE Grade 6 in an essay-based subject.

Assessment

You are assessed by three two-hour examinations at the 
end of Year 13.

Looking ahead

Many of our students so enjoy A Level Politics that they 
read politics or international relations at university. Yet the 
skills developed on A Level Politics, like communication, 
debate and research, are helpful on many different degree 
programmes. 

Future careers can include work in politics, as well as in 
law, journalism, the caring profession, teaching, and a 
range of management and business areas. 

Qualification: A Level
Exam Board: Edexcel
Specification Code: 9PL0/01 9PL0/02 
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Psychology

What you study in Year 12

•  Approaches in psychology
•  Biopsychology
•  Memory
•  Research methods
•  Social influence
•  Attachment

What you study in Year 13

•  Psychopathology
•  Schizophrenia
•  Issues and debate
•  Research methods
•  Gender
•  Forensic psychology

Entry requirements

GCSE Grade 6 in English Literature and 66 in Combined 
Science or at least 6 in one part of Triple Science.

Assessment

You are assessed by three examinations taken at the end 
of Year 13.

Looking ahead

A Level Psychology is a respected academic subject that 
combines well with other courses, including the arts and 
sciences. It is a good option for progression to university 
and useful in any career where an insight, interaction or 
understanding of human behaviour and development is 
beneficial. 

People with skills in psychology are sought after in fields 
such as business, management, teaching, research, social 
work, and in careers within medicine and healthcare.

Qualification: A Level 
Exam Board: AQA
Specification Code: 7182

A-Level Psychology is the perfect choice if you are interested in investigating, 
understanding and explaining human behaviour from a scientific perspective. 
It develops your understanding of key theoretical concepts and approaches, 
plus your appreciation for the methods that psychologists use when 
conducting research. You study a range of topics, learning how to evaluate 
conflicting theories and how to apply this knowledge. 

A Level Psychology ensures you develop an inquiring mind, plus the ability 
to use scientific research to support and challenge claims about why people 
behave as they do. These skills and abilities are much valued by universities 
and future employers.
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Sociology

A Level Sociology lets you study society, as you examine social 
behaviour from a variety of different perspectives. You develop 
knowledge and understanding of the essential sociological theories 
and methods, plus excellent research skills, that are highly valued by 
universities and employers. 

A Level Sociology helps you think about society in a new and critical 
light, questioning the status quo and developing a sophisticated 
understanding of the real-life issues that affect our society today. 

What you study in Year 12

•  Education
•  Families and households
•  Research methods

What you study in Year 13

•  Crime and deviance
•  Beliefs in society
•  Sociological theory

Entry requirements

GCSE Grade 6 in English or History.

Assessment

You are assessed by three exams, consisting of a mixture 
of short answers and extended essay writing questions.
•  Paper 1 – education with theory and methods
•  Paper 2 – topics in sociology
•  Paper 3 – crime and deviance with theory and methods

Looking ahead

A Level Sociology complements a wide range of other 
subjects. It can provide an excellent starting point for any 
social science degree (eg economics, psychology, politics 
or  criminology) but is also useful for the humanities, the 
arts and law, since you develop important transferable 
skills in research, analysis and the evaluation of social 
issues. 

A Level Sociology can lead to careers in teaching, 
advertising, research, marketing, business and more.
 

Qualification: A Level
Exam Board: AQA
Specification Code: 7192
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Location
Based in the heart of London, our Sixth Form is just minutes from major 
landmarks like Buckingham Palace, the Houses of Parliament and Westminster 
Abbey.

Transport links to our Sixth Form are excellent, enabling a safe and smooth 
commute for both students and staff. We are only a short walk from Victoria 
train and tube station (Circle, District and Victoria lines), and from St James Park 
tube station (Circle and District lines). We are also served by around 20 different 
bus routes.

Apply online
Applications from male and female students, for entry to Year 12 in the following 
September, must be received by 31 December. You can apply online at:  
www.wcsch.com.

Westminster City School
55 Palace Street
London SW1E 5HJ

020 7963 6300

enquiries@wcsch.com

www.wcsch.com

 

@wcsch             

wcs_school             

@WCS_school
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“I joined Westminster City School in Year 12, since the School 
is well regarded for the STEM subjects that I enjoy. It was also 
fairly close to my home. I really liked the positive atmosphere 
here and found people – staff and students – to be very friendly 
and supportive. For example, when I told my form tutor about 
my university plans, he arranged two mock interviews for me, 
at our Sixth Form and at Dulwich College. These were both very 
useful, particularly as I was then asked similar questions during 
my university interviews!”

Mohammed studied A Levels in Chemistry, Mathematics, 
Further Mathematics and Physics within our Sixth Form. He 
starts his MEng Computer Science with a Year in Industry at 
Imperial College London in autumn 2020.
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Joining our  
Sixth Form
Year 12 applications from male and female students 
must be received by 31 December, for entry the 
following September.  

Your application
To apply to join our Sixth Form in September, you must complete our online 
application form, available on our website. We then invite most applicants to 
attend an interview.

Our Sixth Form will offer around 80 places for Year 12 entry in September. Offers 
will be made on a first come-first served basis, so early application is advised. All 
applications must be received by 31 December.

We generally require five GCSEs, including Mathematics and English Language 
or English Literature at Grade 5 and above. We will accept equivalent 
qualifications. Please note that there are subject-specific entry requirements, so 
check these against the A Levels that you are interested in.

Transition
We understand that the transition from school to sixth form can feel daunting, 
whether you started at Westminster City School in Year 7 or are joining us in Year 
12 from a different school. To support you, we run a number of induction events 
and activities, led by our Head of Sixth Form and dedicated pastoral support 
staff, to help you feel immediately at home. 

Keeping in touch
During the academic year, your parents/carers will receive regular updates via 
telephone, text, letter and parents’ evenings. Our Headteacher holds a termly 
Headteacher’s Forum, where your parents/carers can meet and discuss topics of 
interest with him and other parents/carers.

We send a weekly email bulletin to all parents/carers, containing our latest 
news and diary dates, while our website and social media channels are regularly 
updated. 


